CHAPTER I  Physics and Measurements

Figure 1.1 (Top) The National Standard Kilogram No.
20, an accurate copy of the International Standard Kilo-
gram kept at Sévres, France, is housed under a double bell
jar in a vault at the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST). (Bottom) The primary frequency stan-
dard (an atomic clock) at the NIST. This device keeps
time with an accuracy of about 3 millionths of a second
per year. (Cowrtesy of National Institute of Standards and Technology,
U.S. Department of Commerce)

watches that are set to them —synchronized, it has sometimes been necessary to
add leap seconds to our clocks. This is not a new idea. In 46 B.C. Julius Caesar be-
gan the practice of adding extra days to the calendar during leap years so that the
seasons occurred at about the same date each year.

Since Einstein’s discovery of the linkage between space and time, precise mea-
surement of time intervals requires that we know both the state of motion of the
clock used to measure the interval and, in some cases, the location of the clock as
well. Otherwise, for example, global positioning system satellites might be unable
to pinpoint your location with sufficient accuracy, should you need rescuing.

Approximate values of time intervals are presented in Table 1.3.

In addition to SI, another system of units, the British engineering system (some-
times called the conventional system), is still used in the United States despite accep-
tance of SI by the rest of the world. In this system, the units of length, mass, and



