In a moment the arresting cable will be
pulled taut, and the 140-mi/h landing of
this F/A-18 Hornet on the aircraft carrier
USS Nimitz will be broughtto a sudden
conclusion. The pilot cuts power to the
engine, and the plane is stopped in less
than 2 s. If the cable had not been suc-
cessfully engaged, the pilot would have
had to take off quickly before reaching
the end of the flight deck. Can the motion
of the plane be described quantitatively
in a way that is useful to ship and aircraft
designers and to pilots learning to land
on a “postage stamp?” (Courtesy of the
USS Nimitz/U.S. Navy)
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